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ORIGIN ARA-17 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 L-03 CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 RSC-01 

SCS-03 PM-07 /042 R 

DRAFTED BY ARA/ PAN: RBHOWARD: ZC 

EXT. 22060 5/30/73 

APPROVED BY ARA: RAHURWITCH 

ARA/ PAN: LIHORWITZ 

U ARA: TABOREK ( PHONE) 

079334 

P 301830 Z MAY 73 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY PANAMA PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 103358 

E. 0.11652: GDS 

TAGS: BGEN, PFOR, PN, CU 

SUBJECT: JOHNNY EXPRESS AND LAYLA EXPRESS 
REF: PANAMA 2646 

1. AS YET, THE BABUN BROTHERS HAVE NOT APPROACHED DEPT 
WITH REGARD TO RECOVERING VESSELS NOR HAVE WE HAD ANY IN 
DICATION THAT THEY WILL SEEK USG ASSISTANCE. SINCE THE 
NATIONALITY OF OWNERSHIP OF THE JOHNNY AND LAYLA EXPRESS 
HAS NOT BEEN CLEARLY ESTABLISHED, SUGGEST YOU USE FOL- 
LOWING LANGUAGE IN MAKING ORAL REPLY TO KOURUKLIS: 

2. REGARDING THE TWO VESSELS, JOHNNY AND LAYLA EXPRESS, 

THE USG TRUSTS THAT AS A MATTER OF PRINCIPLE ANY DIS- 
POSITION OF PROPERTY WOULD BE MADE IN ACCORDANCE WITH DUE 
PROCESS, FULLY SUPPORTED BY EVIDENCE. THE USG, THEREFORE, 
EXPECTS THAT THE PANAMANIAN GOVERNMENT WILL SCRUPULOUSLY 
FOLLOW ITS LEGAL AND JUDICIAL PROCEDURES IN DETERMINING 
DISPOSITION OF THESE TWO VESSELS. IN ADDITION TO OUR IN- 
TEREST IN THE VESSELS. WE HAVE CONSISTENTLY SOUGHT THE RE- 
LEASE OF THE US MASTER OF THE JOHNNY EXPRESS. CAPTAIN JOSE 
VILLA DIAZ, AND HAVE MADE IT CLEAR THAT HIS SAFE RETURN HAS 
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